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Our Mission at Christian Camps and Conferences is to foster vibrant Christian 
communities located in awe-inspiring outdoor settings in which young people are 
spiritually transformed through Christ-centered relationships.



The greatest basketball coach of all time, Coach John Wooden from UCLA, once observed, 
“It’s the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.” Camp is filled with a 
plethora of “little details” that need to occur to make the “big thing” of impacting the lives 
of young men and women a reality. There are so many things that have to be anticipated, 
ordered, and planned for to make each camp season a success  Establishing a high bar of 
excellence, which is our standard, takes even more effort and dedication.

The year 2017 was a year when a host of little details all came together in a remarkable way 
at camp. Over 1,500 people were involved in some fashion at camp this past year: staff, 
campers, participants in our growing Leadership Programs, and Alumni Camp and Man 
Camp guests. The Brookwoods Conference Center brought 4,751 guests through the gates 
in New Hampshire, and another 560 visitors enjoyed Moose River Outpost. We juggled wait 
lists for the summer at Brookwoods and Deer Run (a good problem to have!), and Moose 
River Outpost set a record for the highest attendance in their history, as well as adding an 
eighth cabin to house even more campers 

Another milestone was reached in 2017 when Scholarship Fund donations completely 
covered the amount of assistance that was gifted to campers during the summer. That’s 
what camp is all about—providing opportunities for young men and women to grow and 
mature in their spiritual lives through godly role models, adventure, and exposure to God’s 
word in Bible Studies and in His wonderful creation. Behind the numbers are many full-
time and seasonal staff, and the volunteers and donors who gave of their time and financial 
resources to make it all happen  

To everyone who is listed in this Annual Report, and to those who donated time and 
resources anonymously or behind the scenes—Thank You! The role you played in making 
“The Big Thing” happen at camp was tremendous. I don’t say that lightly—each and every 
gift of time and resources made our goals of excellence and positive impact a reality in 
2017. I am privileged to see the results each day, and I hope this Annual Report will provide 
you with a glimpse of the life changing results you have enabled.

To God be the glory!

  Bob Strodel  
Executive Director 

DEAR CAMP FAMILY,
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2017 
Camp Brookwoods  
and Deer Run 
Cabin Renovations Continue: 
The multi-year project to update and expand the 
10 cabins at Brookwoods continued in 2017 thanks 
to donations to the Annual Fund  This year, Fox and 
Wildcat are undergoing renovations and will be 
ready for summer campers. That’s 4 down, 6 to go!

Fundraising: 
Challenge Met! 
The 2017 Scholarship Challenge, 
spearheaded by Brookwoods 
Alumnus Jack Lees, raised over 
$185,000 for the Scholarship Fund 
and increased the Endowment by 
$220,000  Jack said it best,  
“I know my contributions will  
provide eternal growth experiences 
to the next generation of campers, and I would encourage 
others to join me through their gifts to this fund.” Many donors 
did join him—and we are so very grateful to everyone who did! 

Campfire Circle: 
The Circle is growing! Ten more monthly 
donors joined the program in 2017. For 
more information, or to sign up, go to: 
christiancamps.net/give-back/monthly-giving. 

New Sleeping Quarters: 
Former members of the Trip Staff came through with donations 
to help purchase 
25 new, lightweight 
tents for off-camp 
trips  Supporters 
of the project 
generously donated 
$3750 to make 
it a reality  The 
tents were much 
enjoyed by the 2017 
campers 

Breaking Records and Reaching Goals: 

 •   2017 saw the highest enrollment numbers ever at all three 
camps with a total of 1,115 campers; Moose River Outpost had 
a record number of campers enjoy this unique, 7,000 acre, 
adventure camp in Jackman, Maine.

 •   Thanks to our faithful and generous camp family, a long-time 
goal was reached when all of the financial assistance gifted 
to campers in 2017 came from current year donations to the 
Scholarship Fund  

Moose River Outpost 
What’s up?
Enrollment: Every session at MRO exceeded past 
enrollment numbers with a record number of 203 
total campers, up 17% from 2016. 

Masters Awards: More Masters level awards 
were presented in 2017 than ever before. The 
Masters is the highest level of proficiency a 
camper can achieve in a chosen program area  
One staff member (over) achieved by receiving 
two Masters Level Awards in one summer.

What’s New? 
Our Director, Seth Coates! 
Seth stepped into this 
leadership position early in 
2017. Seth, who is not new to 
MRO or adventure camping, is 
continuing the wonderful work 
being done in Maine. He and 
his exceptionally cohesive 2017 
staff worked together well to 
keep the mission and passion  
of MRO front and center.

Jack Lees (right) with longtime 
camp friend Rich Geney.

Seth and his wife, Cathy
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Off We Go on a New Adventure: 
Little Huck Island: This year our Wolf cabin took to the 
waters of Winnipesaukee in sea kayaks, paddling 10 miles 
to Little Huck Island for an overnight  A couple of pairs of 
lost sunglasses was worth it, especially when peach cobbler 
and ice cream mysteriously appeared after dinner! Thanks 
to Camp Belknap who kindly let us “borrow” their island for 
this adventure  

Overnight MRO Canoeing Adventures:
Cold Stream Pond: This trip included a bushwhack to a 
mountain-top fire tower followed by a paddle to one  
of the pond’s campsites. Boots, paddles, and fishing poles 
were all essential gear!

Attean Pond: Canoeing, camping, and a hike up Sally 
Mountain are all part of this adventure. The best part 
about the hike is that Sally Mountain is one of the best wild 
blueberry picking sites in the whole area. Blueberry pancakes 
for breakfast!

 Holeb Pond: A “fishing for dinner” excursion across Holeb 
Pond. No one goes hungry (extra food is packed just in case 
the fish aren’t biting), and campers, when they are lucky, are 
blessed with a head wind in both directions. “  What a privilege and a blessing it is to see lives 

transformed and witness campers meeting Jesus for 
the first time at MRO.” – Seth Coates, MRO Director
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Leya: 
“I remember it like it was yesterday, driving down the 
long road to camp for the first time feeling a mixture of 
anticipation, anxiety, and excitement coursing through 
my body.” Little did Leya know, but that summer, and 
each summer after - for 10 years running – would be 
life-changing. For her, Camp Deer Run was a place 
of wonder and exploration—a place to meet people 
she would not have met otherwise, to experience 
mentorship and fun, as well as a safe environment to 
explore what it means to live a life walking with Jesus. 

The years Leya spent as a camper and later in the 
Leadership Development Program (LDP) taught her 
practical things like how to build a fire and avoid 
hypothermia in the wilderness, but these were also 
important times of personal development  Living in 
a cabin of girls from different backgrounds, from 
all around the country, and the world, gave her the 
opportunity to begin to discover who she really was 
and who she was created to be in Christ. 

Above all, what has remained with her is the 
importance of deep, meaningful, Christ-centered  
relationships with other women. Leya treasures her 
camp friends and says, “The women from my LDP 
group have walked with me through some of life’s most 
challenging and beautiful moments, they celebrated 
with me when I got my first job, saw me get married, 
and I’m sure will be aunties to my kids one day.” 
What a wonderful picture of spiritual friendship and 
encouragement 

LIVES TRANSFORMED

Weyer Family: 
Once again, the Weyers (all 6 of them!) 
are planning to head back to Moose 
River Outpost for the summer of 2018. 
Excitement abounds, but first there 
are many details to sort through, all 
surrounding the question, “What’s the 
best way to get a family of 6 to travel 
2,119 miles from Houston to Jackman, 
Maine?” Arrangements must be made 
to take off work, finances budgeted 
for expenses, and countless other 
details  The Weyers have made this trip 
before, marked by images of a mound 

of suitcases, airplane peanuts, and a lot 
of beautifully weird bird houses along a 
certain stretch of Route 201.

It’s all worth it when they think about 
the bigger picture  Jason and Amy 
appreciate how campers are given the 
opportunity to grow in their knowledge 
of the outdoors and stretch themselves 
with new challenges. Counselors come 
alongside the campers to help them tie 
their experiences back to the gospel 
given to us by Jesus. Likewise, when the 
counselor faces challenges, they are able 
to come to the older staff and lean on 
them for support and guidance  

“ My summers at camp were full of growth, fun, and discovery, and I am so grateful for the years  
I spent as a Deer Run girl.”

Leya completed LDP in 2009. She and her 
husband Josh (pictured here) live in New York 
City where she works as a Development Officer 
at The Bowery Mission, a social services agency 
providing both critical care and opportunities 
for men and women experiencing homelessness. 
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Flannery: 
Although Flannery’s camp experience began as an 
eight-year-old Wapiti experiencing homesickness and 
needing a bit of extra attention, it certainly didn’t end 
there. That first bout of feeling alone and struggling to 
make new friends at camp is what actually encouraged 
her to talk to God. Growing up in a Christian home, 
she knew all about the saving work of Jesus from a 
young age, but intentionally and spontaneously talking 
to God was something that was unfamiliar to her. 
But in those initially difficult times at camp, Flannery 
would pray. She would ask God to help her get to 
the next activity on time or figure out how to send a 
letter. Little by little, she was learning to lean on God. 

Her experiences at camp improved. She’d always 
wanted to do the Leadership Development Program 
(LDP), but the month she spent in the Impala cabin 
solidified it. After a really tough sophomore year of 
high school, stepping into two summers with twenty-
three other teens striving for a relationship with God 
and each other was exactly what she needed. Flannery 
developed strong bonds with the group as they hiked 
for days, paddled the Allagash, served each other, and 
talked about being a Christian  She says, “I have never 
been more exhausted than after the Rattlesnake swim, 
never dirtier than at the end of the six-day hike, and 
never hungrier than after the forty-eight hour solo; 
but also, I have never been more dependent on Jesus 
than I was in the midst of those challenges.” Similar to 
how her early camp experiences encouraged prayer 
when she was a Wapiti, the challenges of LDP led her 

to a greater dependency on the One who provides 
strength  

Looking up at the stars while listening to testimonies 
and devos, conversations on the beach, and singing 
worship songs while watching the sunset on 
Chibougamau, are just a few of the things that made 
her camp years so special  While sifting through past 
camp journals recently she found a 2014 entry saying, 
“Trust that God has put LDP on your heart for a 
reason.” Today, she certainly knows that this was true. 

Flannery completed the LDP program in 2017 and is now finishing up her senior year of high school. She is a “city kid”, living most of her 
life in Brooklyn, NY.

Following the advice of Proverbs 
22:6 which says, “Train up a child 
in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it,” 
Jason and Amy’s desire is that their 
children would have a firm foundation 
of faith in the grace of Jesus  And 
although this starts at home, living 
life day by day, they acknowledge that 
having help with this task is essential. 
Jason says, “We recognize and need 

others to partner with our family to 
encourage us and challenge us to 
‘come further up, come further in’, to 
put it in the words of C.S. Lewis. It is 
this that we, as a family, are hoping to 
do with the counselors and support 
staff every year we get to join in 
on MRO’s mission to further God’s 
Kingdom ” At camp, the prayer is that 
the Weyers will be making that trip 
each summer for a very long time! 

The Weyers serve at MRO where needed; most often it’s Maintenance and Tripping Director 
for Jason, and MRO’s video program and social media for Amy. The children, Samantha (10), 
William (7), Vaughn (5) and Marcus (4) pitch in wherever and whenever they can. When they 
are not at camp, Jason is a fire fighter/paramedic and Amy is a project manager for a sports 
memorabilia company  

“ I am so thankful to Camp Brookwoods and Deer Run for 
wonderful friends, role models, and a prayerful, interactive 
faith—and most of all for the relationship with Christ that  
I’ve developed as a result.”

“ ‘ Seeking Christ, Building 
Community, Embracing Adventure’” 
isn’t just a slogan for MRO, it’s 
really just the best way to describe 
what happens there.”
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Jackson: 
Jackson first joined the Camp Brookwoods 
family much later than most of his fellow 
co-counselors. Entering into the second 
semester of his freshman year at Gordon 
College, he had no plans or expectations 
for the coming summer  A couple of his 
friends at school had applied to become 
counselors at this small Christian summer 
camp on Lake Winnipesauke, but it was 
not until his friend Bobby texted him the 
day before he was flying home to Arizona 
for spring break that he began to consider 
where God might be leading him. Jackson 
admits that he was initially motivated by 
the prospect of a few free meals, but after 
talking with Brookwoods Director, Dave 
Strodel, he began to get a better idea of what camp 
was about and what being a counselor would entail; 
however, it was Dave’s smile that showed every time 
he and Bobby told stories of camp that really clinched 
the deal  Jackson says, “Those smiles helped me to 
understand that words could only get you so far in 
describing camp—it was something that you needed 
to experience to understand fully ” 

Three months later, he packed his bags and flew from 
Phoenix, Arizona to Alton, NH with few expectations—
excited for what God was going to do that summer 
but never guessing the experiences God had in store 
for him: “The campers I had the opportunity to 
connect with and talk to were such great kids. Their 

idiosyncrasies and unique quirks, and their openness 
and thirst to learn more about God will forever mark 
me. I’ll never forget seeing the lightbulb “click” for 
a camper and the Holy Spirit move in a real way for 
the both of us ” Jackson sees camp as a place free of 
impersonal and legalistic religiosity where campers 
and staff alike can honestly come and experience God 
in a closer and more personal way. He says, “My own 
walk with God has been impacted tremendously by 
camp—I got a chance to ‘walk-the-walk’ for the first 
time with confidence in my faith and understanding  
of God’s love and I am forever thankful.”

Jackson returned to Brookwoods for a second summer in 2017 as 
a counselor in the Bear Cabin 

“  They say home is where the 
heart is and if that is true, 
then Camp Deer Run is truly 
my second home.”  
–  Frances, Former Camper 

and Staff Member

Jackson, in the baseball cap, with a few of his campers.

“ Though I came away with many special and hilarious memories, when the dust settled, and I had a chance to look 
back on my first summer at Brookwoods, seeing God at work was the highlight.”
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178 
Summer Staff

29 
nights spent  

off-camp  
by MRO  
campers

210 
Scholarships  

Gifted 10   New Campfire Circle  
Monthly Donors 

 
Valentine Care  
Packages sent  

to college-aged  
camp alumni

95 (combined)  
summers spent at  
camp for Directors 
Mary Beth Bowling (DR) 
& David Strodel (BW)

345 
Donors

 10
Campers 

received SCUBA  
certifications

500 
cupcakes & 100 cakes  

decorated  
(Lots of happy  

campers enjoyed!)

       16 
American
Archers

Represented  
by Campers and Staff

41 
States

9 
Countries  

245 
MRO campers  

& staff shot the  
Kennebec rapids

7

361 
First time 
Campers

1115 
Campers



Support & Revenue FY 2017
Summer Tuition $ 2,232,702
Conference Income $ 699,674
Sugaring and Timbering $ 186,054
General Donations $ 153,277
Scholarship Donations $ 267,978
Other Donations $ 43,500

Total $ 3,583,185

2017 FINANCIALS*

“ We are very thankful to everyone involved at Camp Brookwoods, 
Deer Run and Moose River Outpost for helping us teach our  
children about God’s love.”  – Cynthia, Camp Mom

*Numbers are not audited at time of printing

62%20%

5%

8%
4%

1%

52%

21%

16%

4%
1%

6%

Expenses FY 2017
Summer Programs $ 1,781,516
Conference Ministry $ 723,904
Management & Operations $ 566,261
Alumni Relations & Development $ 120,599
Timbering & Sugaring $ 34,759
Capital Improvements $ 205,019

Total $ 3,432,058

Donations
2017
Endowment**:  $ 242,137
MRO:  $ 15,250
General Giving:  $ 153,277
Scholarship Donations:  $ 267,978
Facilities Fund:  $ 28,250

210 Campers in 2017 received  
Scholarship Assistance (19%).

** Inspiration Point Scholarship  
Endowment Fund is at $868,907
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Board of Directors
David Bass
Bob Bennett
Gerry Bennett
Todd Blount
Jon Bryan
Cheryl Crawford
Lisa Forkner

Gerry Moore
Dan Rogers
Peter Snedeker
Bob Strodel
George Veth
Lora Webster

“ MRO has provided me with a 
framework for my faith, as well as 
friends, mentors, and leaders who  
have impacted my life greatly.”  
–  Sam, Former Camper  

and Staff Member

Leadership
Bob Strodel, Executive Director
David Strodel, Brookwoods Director
Mary Beth Bowling, Deer Run Director
Seth Coates, Moose River Outpost Director
Melissa Yonan, Alumni Director
Ann Higgins, Development Director
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CAMP BROOKWOODS
AND DEER RUN
34 Camp Brookwoods Road
Alton, NH 03809
Phone: 603.875.3600
Fax: 603.875.4606
E-mail: info@christiancamps.net

MOOSE RIVER OUTPOST
P.O. Box 555
Jackman, ME 04945
Phone: 207.668.4877
Fax: 207.668.4008
E-mail: info@christiancamps.net

Follow us:

christiancamps.net   |   campbrookwoods.net   |   campdeerrun.net   |   mooseriveroutpost.net
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